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“Ordinary”         Text – Romans 16:21-23       HC QA 54 & 55      

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
One of the things that the Bible often does is to turn everyday expectations and conventions on their head.  So, for example, it is the person who you would least expect who becomes a prominent instrument in God’s hands.  
· Who was the one that God chose to house and protect the spies that had been sent into Jericho?  Rahab the?  Prostitute of all things!
· And think also of the story of David, boys and girls.  Do you remember his story?  The prophet Samuel had been told to anoint one of Jesse’s sons as the next king of Israel.  And he as he started with the oldest and most handsome of Jesse’s sons, he thought for sure that he was the one.  But the Lord kept saying No! and Not that one! until Samuel thought he had seen all of Jesse’s sons and was quite confused, until he found out that there was one more – David, who was quite young and who was looking after the sheep, which was a very undesirable job.  But David was the one, said the Lord.  And David became Israel’s greatest king – a man after God’s own heart.

· And then, of course, there is Jesus.  Through Jesus, God would bring salvation to His people.  And as the King, He came to destroy “ all dominion, authority and power.”  
· So how did this glorious king arrive on earth?  He was born to a lowly woman in a sort of stable!  
· And how did He accomplish this incredible salvation?  By dying an excruciatingly painful death on a cross, naked, and with the saliva of His enemies dribbling down His face on to a body that was covered in the wounds of the soldier’s torture.  
But this often the way of God’s gospel – salvation purposes accomplished through unexpected people and in unexpected ways.
And we shall see something of that today as we consider this last set of greetings in Romans 16.  For in these verses, we see the radical blessing of the ordinary Christian life.  
The Christian theologian and author, Michael Horton, has recently written a book called, Ordinary.  I haven’t read it yet but from book reviews and an article he wrote, I know that in the book he celebrates ordinary Christians in ordinary churches going about the ordinary task of church life and home life and sharing the gospel.  
You see, if you consider the wider Christian scene, there is often an emphasis on the radical and the mega-conference and Super-preachers and the new program that will change the world or quadruple the size of your congregation.  
And he and we are not saying that all that is bad, but it can brew discontent with the ‘ordinary.’  And that is not helpful.  
So let’s see how these verses set before us the radical blessing of the ordinary Christian life.
Well, if you have been here for the last few Romans sermons you will know that we spent some time considering gospel lessons from the Christian greetings of vv1-16.  But while they were greetings that Paul sent to members of the church in Rome, the greetings of vv21-23 are the greetings of those with Paul in the church of Corinth, which is where Paul wrote this Letter.  
1. And as we noted with the list of vv1-16, these are not just greetings but Christian greetings.  
a. In Romans 12:5, we were reminded that one of the fruits of the mercy that God has shown us in Jesus Christ is that “we who are many form one body.”  And you see that in these greetings.  They are the greetings of those who know themselves to be a part of God’s family through the work of Jesus Christ.  
i. If you have heard brother Harold speak about his time in hospital recently, you have probably heard him speak of the joy of discovering that this nurse or that doctor or that other patient is a brother or sister in Christ.  And knowing that just transforms the relationship, even if we meet for just for a few moments – we are one in Christ!  We have the most important thing in common and many other things besides.  And it is so precious!  It is the unity that is spoken of in Psalm 133 that is “good and pleasant.”
ii. So these are Christian greetings.
2. But as we look now at the list of names here, I want to focus on two names, especially.  
· Timothy?  Well, he is Paul’s co-worker – a fellow minister/evangelist of the gospel.  
· Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater?  Paul’s relatives; Paul’s blood-family!  
· Gaius?  Obviously a well off man who had a place large enough to host the church.  
· Erastus?  The city’s director of public works, no less!  
So these are notable individuals.  
a. Now, I would probably just get myself into a whole lot of trouble if I tried to come up with a parallel list of notable names from the Dovedale congregation.  Some of us would be disappointed not to hear our names in the list of ‘notable names’ and others would disagree that he or she was included in the list, so I’m just not going to go there (!  I’ll do it this way instead.  I remember attending some MGS functions in recent years and speaking with other parents.  And sometimes, Simon Barnett from MORE FM was there.  And, well, he was kind of a celebrity parent.  Talking to the other parents was nice, but Simon Barnett!?  
b. Well, the names from vv21-23 that I have mentioned so far we could perhaps call the Corinthian ‘celebrities’ – the notable names in the Corinth church.  But there are two names from the list that I have not mentioned – Tertius and Quartus.  They are Roman names; Latin names.  And they are slave names – Tertius and Quartus.  
i. In those times, you see, if you had a number of slaves, there would be a hierarchy from the most important slave down to the lowliest of slaves.  
A. The most important slave would be one like Joseph in the house of Potiphar way back in Genesis.  You boys and girls will remember that Joseph was so capable that Potiphar made him manager of the whole household.  
B. Well, the manager of a man’s whole household would be the most important slave.  And so that everyone knew where he stood in the household slave hierarchy, that slave would be given the name Primus, which means ‘first.’  He was number 1 slave; that was his name.  And the next most important slave would be given the name?  2 - Secundus – Second.  And the next most important slave would be called 3 – Tertius, and the next slave would be called 4 – Quartus, and the next 5 – Quintus, and so on.  
C. So together with the names of the Corinthian ‘celebrities,’ we also have the names of 3 slave and 4 slave, Tertius and Quartus.  
3. And brothers and sisters, the inclusion of their names here tells us something about the gospel.  Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in times when slaves were viewed as the lowest of the low in society, Paul deliberately includes the Christian greetings of two lowly slaves.   
a. You see, the gospel does not strip away our ethnic origins, or our family links, or our ‘position’ in society, or our sex, or our economic status.  There is still a fascinating and rich diversity among the people of God.  And that is good and fine.  
b. But in terms of how God views us in Christ and how we are to view one another in Christ, as we read in Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
i. And this is what is summarized in QA54 of the Catechism, where we read that “the Son of God … out of the entire human race … gathers … a community chosen for eternal life.”
ii. And this gospel truth is reinforced here as the Christian greetings of 3 slave and 4 slave are passed on to the church in Rome.   
4. And I hope this doesn’t disappoint anyone, but I don’t see any celebrities out there (  And please don’t get me wrong, I am not suggesting that being a ‘celebrity’ because you have a particular skill or ability or position of authority is somehow wrong.   The cause of the gospel is greatly served also by those whom the Lord raises up to positions of importance, as the other names on this list exemplify.  But we are ordinary Christian folk.  We are not on NZ’s rich list.  The world is not eager to listen to what you or me think or say or do.  No PM or Mayors here!
a. But Tertius and Quartus were two men who lived and died, most likely, without being known to many in the neighbourhood around them, let alone on the world!  They were slave number 3 and slave number 4.  They were ordinary Christians.  
b. But would you turn with me, please, to 1 Corinthians 1:26.  There we read these words, “Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.  Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-- and the things that are not-- to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.  It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God-- that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."
c. One author recently put it like this, “The ordinary Christian life is not the opposite of the radical Christian life.  The ordinary Christian life is a radical life.  The ordinary Christian life is a life of daily trusting Christ; daily repenting of our sins; daily abiding in Christ; daily loving Christ; daily dying to self; daily taking up our crosses and following Christ; daily loving God and neighbour; and daily proclaiming the gospel to ourselves, our families, our friends, and our communities.  The ordinary Christian is not a complacent, passionless, nominal, or casual Christian.  On the contrary, every ordinary Christian person – child, teenager, student, father, mother, husband, wife, single man, single woman, retired man, and retired woman – every Christian is radical because every Christian is united to Christ by faith and will bear radical, life-giving fruit.”   
5. And before we close, let’s return to Romans 16:22 and note an example of this in the text.  For there we read, “I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord.”  
a. In the book of Galatians, Paul wrote, “See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!”  So, many commentators believe that the Apostle Paul had some sort of eye problem or another injury or disability that limited his ability to write.  And so, the letter to Rome is one he dictates to Tertius who writes the words down for him.  Tertius was a slave who obviously was able to read and write well.  And so, his master had made him available to Paul to write this letter.  
b. And one of the fascinating things about the Greek language is that the order of the words that make up a sentence is quite ‘elastic,’ shall we say.  With English, you simply read each word in succession to make up a sentence.  But with Greek, whether the verb or a preposition is near the beginning of the written sentence or the end of the sentence doesn’t always matter to how the sentence is understood.  
i. So let me read you a word for word translation of the Greek words that are found in v22: “Greet you I, Tertius, the one having written the letter in the Lord.”  
A. Now, your English Bibles attach the “in the Lord” to the greeting: “I, Tertius … greet you in the Lord.”  
B. But it just as likely that the “in the Lord” belongs to the writing of the letter: “I wrote this letter in the Lord.”  
ii. And if so, Number 3 slave, an ordinary Christian, who has an ordinary skill – the ability to write, teaches us another valuable gospel lesson.  All he has done, you see, is to hear Paul say out loud, “Timothy, my fellow worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my relatives,” and he has written it down, carefully, word for word.  
iii. But he has done this unto the glory of God, which is the chief end of man – our main goal in everything!  
A. 1 Corinthians 10:31, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  
iv. And he has done this because God has forgiven all his sins in Jesus Christ, and he so thankful!  
A. Romans 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.”  Tertius has a brain and hands that know the skill of writing.  So he is offering his body as a living sacrifice to the Lord as a spiritual act of worship.
v. And he has done this because his master has told him to do it.  
A. And Ephesians 6:5-8 says, “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.  Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.  Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.”
vi. And he has done this because he has been given a gift by His Saviour, which he is to use in the service of His Saviour and for the benefit of others.  
A. Romans 12:5-6, “So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts … If a man’s gift is [the ability to write] let him [write].”  
B. And this too we see summarized in QA 55 of the catechism: “Believers one and all, as members of this community, share in Christ and in all his treasures and gifts … Each member should consider it a duty to use these gifts readily and cheerfully for the service and enrichment of the other members.”
6. So, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, are you an ordinary Christian, with ordinary gifts?  Well, learn this gospel lesson from Tertius who wrote down Paul’s words “in the Lord.”  God is doing and God can do unexpected and incredible things in and through you.  Don’t devalue the ordinary godliness you try and live out each day at home or at school or at work.  
a. As a mother, don’t view the pile of clothes you wash and iron each day as not worthy of your Saviour’s attention and unable to be used by Him for the sake of the gospel.  
b. As an employer, know that your commitment to pay your staff on time is pleasing in the sight of the Lord.  
c. As a student, know that your determination to hand in your homework on time and done to the best of your ability is a part of God’s gospel purpose in your life and maybe used by Him for His gospel purposes in someone else’s life, in a quite unexpected way.  
d. And as you teach Sunday school or mow the church lawns, without any fanfare or public recognition, remember that no one thanked the Lord Jesus for what He was doing on the cross at the time, but it bore great fruit for you and it led to the Lord Jesus being exalted by His Father!  
e. And remember also that the Lord sees and notices your ordinary service and that one day He will say to you, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”
So praise God for Tertius and Quartus – number 3 slave and number 4 slave, and for the glorious gospel of God’s grace in Jesus Christ that shines in their ‘ordinary’ Christian lives.  Amen.

